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Interim Moderator: Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald 

Locum Minister: Rev Nancy Norman 

Parish of 
West Linton 
St Andrew’s 

Church of Scotland Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Moderator  
Last month I mentioned that, in terms 

of moving forward, one option under 

consideration was interim ministry.  I 

am now very pleased to report that 

over the past few weeks much has 

happened in this regard. On 25 April 

representatives of Presbytery and 121 

George Street met with the three kirk 

sessions to hear concerns over the 

lengthy process and paucity of 

information available during these 

past months of uncertainty.  On 3 May 

an excellent presentation on Interim 

Ministry, open to all church members, 

was well received by those who 

attended.  

Following this the three kirk sessions 

and congregations have voted strongly 

in favour of going down this road and I 

have now been informed that the   

Rev Stewart McPherson has been 

appointed as interim minister with 

effect from 16 July. Stewart is an 

experienced minister, ordained in 

1991.  For the past fifteen years he 

has been minister at Craigsbank Parish 

Church, Edinburgh and, prior to that, 

he was minister at St Colm’s Dalry, 

also in Edinburgh, for twelve years. He 

is married to Marjory McPherson, also 

an ordained minister who is Clerk to 

the Presbytery of Edinburgh. Before 

entering the ministry Stewart worked 

with people with learning difficulties 

in health care and social services.  

In due course details of a service of 

introduction will be intimated.  This is 

a very good appointment which will 

provide helpful leadership as the three 

congregations move on from these 

past difficult months. 

Grace and Peace be with us all, 

Finlay 
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A quick note from the 
General Assembly ... 

First, a thank you to the Kirk Session 

for allowing me to attend the General 

Assembly, what a privilege. My 

sympathies go out to those of you who 

have to commute to work each day; 

that was the tiring bit, the rest was 

inspirational. Each day began with a 

service of worship so I have listened to 

6 magnificent sermons from the 

Moderator the Very Rev Susan Brown. 

The debates about all the issues the 

Church of Scotland is currently facing 

were all clear and heartfelt and I will 

expand on some of these at a later 

date. When Jill and I and the boys first 

came to West Linton in 1972 we joined 

the nearest Church, which happened 

to be St. Andrew’s, a Presbyterian 

Church of Scotland. If you ever have 

the opportunity to take part in the 

annual General Assembly you will 

experience what Presbyterianism 

means. I get it now! 

Daryll Green 

A Short Biography of 

Stewart McPherson ... 

Stewart McPherson was raised in 

Ayrshire, lived for a time in Glasgow, 

but has been in Edinburgh the last 27 

years as Parish Minister at St Colm’s 

Dalry, Edinburgh from 1991-2003 and 

since then at Corstorphine Craigsbank 

Church.  Prior to ministry most of his 

working days were among people with 

Learning Disabilities in health care and 

social work. 

His church life has been varied in rural, 

town, and city with his ministry in the 

Inner City and the Suburbs.   He has 

served the church on various 

committees locally and nationally, 

including the Panel on Worship, 

Ecumenical Relations, and Deployment 

of Resources.  He has led Local Church 

Review Teams, supervised students, 

and served as Moderator of Edinburgh 

Presbytery.  He has a special interest in 

Ignatian Spirituality, experience of 

Spiritual Direction, and is a facilitator 

in Ministerial Development 

Conversation, and worked closely with 

the Corstorphine Dementia Project as 

a Director and through music. His life 

experience, in particular with people 

with disabilities, has shaped his view 

on worship and congregational life 

that is inclusive, affirming, and 

renewing. 

He is married with a son in the police, 

a daughter in merchandising, and a 

step-daughter in teaching, and enjoys 

finding time for walking, music, 

reading biographies, theatre, and 

some cycling.  Being honest, he also 

appreciates moments simply lying on 

the sofa watching Netflix. 
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Robert Wilson - 55 Not Out … 

It could be a cricket score - but it’s not.  On 29 April, our senior elder, 

Robert Wilson celebrated 55 years as an elder in the Church of Scotland.  

Robert has  served the church faithfully over all these years.  He has given 

unstintingly of his 

time and talents 

helping to maintain 

our buildings and 

giving valuable advice 

to the Kirk Session.  

For many years he 

was convener of the 

manse committee 

and in addition to this 

he would regularly 

volunteer for our 

summer maintenance 

programmes. 

After the communion service on the 29th he was presented with a basket of 

flowers by our Session Clerk, Tony Hoskins. 

Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Property - Summer Maintenance Programme ... 
Our Property Committee has identified a number of jobs which could be under-

taken during July and August when our Church Halls do not have regular lets.  

In addition the walls adjacent to our east and west windows in the Church   

require some attention. I am seeking some volunteers to assist with this work 

and a list will be placed on the shelf at the west door.  Please add your name 

and contact details if you are able and free to assist from time to time during 

this period. It might also be helpful if volunteers could indicate periods of avail-

ability and  periods when not available because of holidays etc. 

Thank you 

Neil Calvert, Property Convener 
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Summer Fair - Advance Notice ... 

Some of you will already be aware that The Kirk Session agreed that we would 
revert to one Fair a year and hold it in the summer.  The reasons for this were 
that the end of May was a very busy time within the community in terms of 
various fund raising activities and Whipman just round the corner.  It was also 
felt that last year there was not a huge enthusiasm for a Christmas Fair. 

The Summer Fair will be on Saturday 18 August in the afternoon.  It would be 
great to make this a real family affair. Any suggestions of what might be 
included to make it so, would be welcomed.  If these come with volunteers - so 
much the better! 

Gazebos are very useful if the weather is kind and we can be outside so we 
would be very grateful for offers from anyone who could lend us one for the 
day. 

There will be the usual stalls, the duck race, and teas. A detailed stall list will 
follow.  

Contact:  Mary Turnbull 661737 

General Data Protection Regulation … 

Most folk are by now snowed under with requests to opt in, opt out or update 

your preferences from a whole host of organisations which hold data on us.  

The church is no exception.  An updated version of our Privacy Policy can be 

found on our church website - www.standrews-westlinton.org. 

Daryll Green, Rollkeeper 

What’s on this Month ... 

Harbour Craig Service 

Sunday 26 June 

Carlops Church at 6.00 pm 
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Guid Blethers … 

Guid Blethers meets every second Wednesday in the Old Church Hall at 

2.00 pm.  We asked our members what they thought about the group 

and here are some of their responses. 

“I like the variety of activities, meeting people and having a change of 

scene”. 

“I came the first time thinking it would be a group of old wifies talking - 

and I thought I might not come back.  But it wasn’t - and I did come 

back”. 

“I enjoy the variety and socialising and we like one another’s company”. 

“New people, like me, learn some local knowledge”. 

“We like the fun, the outings and happy company - and don’t forget the 

tea and the chat”. 

“I dinnae ken why I come.  Sometimes there are good speakers - but  

come for the food”. 

“It’s ever so nice and you meet friends and learn new things.  I enjoyed 

the orchestra and the art”. 

“The organising committee are nice and you get lovely reminder cards 

like a personal invitation”. 

“I’m glad I came”. 

We meet again in September and we look forward to the company of 

old and new friends. 

Marion Moore 
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Care Van News, May 2018 

We have some exciting news to share with our Care Van teams.  One of our 

Corporate supporters has offered to fundraise to buy a new Care Van!  This 

company has provided volunteers for the Lunchtime Care Van on a regular 

basis and supported our work in other ways.  Having approached us with this 

wonderful offer, they and their staff are now working hard to raise money for a 

van and customise its interior.  We anticipate that it will be operational in early 

2019.  It may not be brand new, but even if second hand, it will be a welcome 

upgrade on the existing van which has been off the road due to serious (and 

expensive) mechanical problems.  A reconditioned engine is being installed and 

it should be back in service shortly.  We hope this will end the recent run of 

operational trouble.  We are most grateful to all our volunteers for managing 

so well with the replacement hire vehicle which is far from ideal for catering on 

the street.  Its one advantage however was bringing volunteers physically 

closer to the street people when serving food and drinks enabling them to 

share their experiences and hearing their stories.  

The provision of a new van has allowed us to think about what to do with the 

old one. We plan to take it to Glasgow to start a project there!  We are thankful 

that God has provided this resource, opening the opportunity to reach needy 

street people in Glasgow.  Please give thanks for this and pray for the 

successful development of this proposed service.     Robert Higgins 
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From the Editor’s keyboard … 

Recently, a friend received a birth-
day card from his brother.  The 
message was as follows: “Forget 
the past - you can’t change it!    
“Forget the future - you can’t pre-
dict it”.  “Forget the present - I did-
n’t get you one”!  

It causes us to smile but there are 
lessons and encouragement for us 
in our Church and Linkage.  We 
cannot change the past - but we 
can learn from it.  We cannot pre-
dict the future - but we can pre-
pare for it.  In relation to the 
‘Present’ we are fortunate that we 
are receiving one from ’121’ in the 
form of an Interim Minister.  After 
the uncertainties of the last 18 
months, this will give us the chance 
to look to, and plan for, our future 
ministry here in West Linton and in 
our Linkage.  At the end of the pe-
riod of Interim Ministry we will be 
better prepared to seek a new  
minister for our parishes.  There 
are, however, challenges facing the 
Church of Scotland with falling 
membership, finances and not 
least ministers.  The shape of min-
istry in the future might be differ-
ent to what we have been accus-
tomed to. 

Listening online to some of the  
debates at the General Assembly 
one cannot but be impressed by 

the quality of the debate and the 
dignity that is displayed by all    
participating.  Yes there were   dis-
agreements, but these were dealt 
with courteously and with real 
Christian love. 

 

 

An area where I would like to initi-
ate discussion and consultation is 
this Newsletter.  Each month as the 
deadline draws near I begin to 
wonder if there will be enough  
material to publish.  So I ask these 
questions: 

Should we change the format? 

Can we find a snappy title for the 
Newsletter/Magazine? 

Should we consider bi-monthly/
quarterly rather than monthly? 

How do we get more articles for 
sharing? 

Comments and opinions are wel-
comed by the Editor. 
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Door Duties 
 

June Neil Calvert  Choir 

 Jimmy Dripps £ Main 

 Mary Turnbull Gallery 

July Tony Hoskins  £ Choir 

 Helen Bruce Main 

 Marianne Jack Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 
 

June    3rd John Dykes 

 10th Pat Graham 

 17th Pat Graham 

 24th Christine Leith 

July   1st Christine Leith 

   8th Tony Hoskins 

 15th Tony Hoskins 

 22nd Susan Scott 

 29th Susan Scott 

Drivers 
 

June Driver 1 Colin Herd 

 01968 661785 

 Driver 2 Pat Graham 

 01721 752205 

July Driver 1  Mary Turnbull 

 01968 661737 

 Driver 2  Daryll Green 

 01968 660415 

Services 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  3 June Rev Nancy Norman Mary McElroy Rev Nancy Norman 

10 June Kevin Scott Rev Nancy Norman Patsy Campbell 

17 June Rev Nancy Norman Rev Chris Levison Rev Nancy Norman 

24 June Rev Nancy Norman Rev Nancy Norman David Howat 

  1 July Rev Nancy Norman Murray Campbell Rev Nancy Norman 

Flower Donations June 
Rae Bell 

Flower Fund 
Marianne Jack 

Pat Graham 
Flowers Arranged by  

Chris Whittemore 
 

Flower Donations July 
Mrs V Fair 

Mrs Una Franssen 
Flower Fund 

Flowers Arranged by 
Kate Dykes 

Material for the July/August Magazine should be submitted to the editor by 

Friday 22nd June 2018.  The July/August issue will be available on 1st July. 

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  herd.carradale@btinternet.com 

Please include the word Newsletter in the subject line of your email. 


